For almost 50 years, Dad has worked on the chemistry and biology of liverworts and medicinal and aromatic plants, and has become the leading expert world-wide. He is an incredibly hard worker and never takes any vacations; even on Sundays and National holidays, he always asks for a lunch box to be prepared so that he can continue his scientific work. Dad collected and still collects liverworts with the soil and even earthworms, medicinal plants, and different types of insects, such as living stink bugs and scale insects, and he asks us to help him clean and purify the plant materials. He writes his research papers and his review articles everywhere in our small house. So, we don't approach him when he is busy working at home. He takes the children to his laboratory to help with his technical experiments; crushing orange peel and cutting aromatic plants on Sunday and afterwards he kindly plays ping-pong with our kids. Although Dad is a very hard worker in the laboratory and in the field, he is never angry, and is very humorous, optimistic and patient. He also likes to drive his big motor-cycle. Not every time, but sometimes he takes us with him to various foreign countries when he participates in the International meetings and he introduces us to many of his friends. In this way, many famous foreign researchers have visited our home and we are very happy to take our lunch and/or dinner with Dad's friends. Through his influence, Yoko became a pianist living both in Munich and Tokushima, and Tomomi visits Spain every year to work on her interests in European arts. We are very grateful for all that Dad has given us since we were born, and we hope that he continues in good health and still writes a lot of interesting papers from his research studies. We also wish that he would slow down a bit, and enjoy his hobby of calligraphy and traveling with Mom, his children and our kids.
Message from the Family of Professor Yoshinori Asakawa
It is our great pleasure to know that July and August issues of Natural Product Communications, 11, (2016) are being dedicated to our father, Yoshinori Asakawa, on the occasion of his 75 th birthday, and will be published by the Editor-in-Chief, Dr Pawan K. Agrawal.
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